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Oh, the joy of Easter! After many 
weeks of Lenten prayer and reflection, 
we rejoiced in the glory of Christ’s 
Resurrection.

With the relaxation of COVID 
restrictions, the Residents were able 
to join us in the chapel for Easter 
Sunday. The chapel was adorned 
with elegant spring blooms, carefully 
arranged by Sister Jeanne. Thanks to 
your generous response to our Ham 
& Candy Drop appeal, after Mass the 
Residents enjoyed a delicious Easter 
dinner and each one received a basket 
filled with candy treats.  

We remain grateful to families, 
friends, neighbors, and the Knights 
of Columbus for your generous 
donations. Our freezers are 
overflowing with ham, a tremendous 
savings to our monthly food budget.

During one of our holiday sing-
a-longs with volunteers Karen and 
Frank the Residents showed off their 

Easter bonnets. Lily Bunny made 
an appearance, thanks to Diane’s 
wonderful care of our furry friend.

Easter Bonnets, Baskets and Blessings 
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Silver Linings
Because of your extraordinary and generous 

response to the 2022 Winner-A-Day Calendar, 
you helped us raise funds for a new commercial 
air conditioner. In fact, your contributions 
exceeded our $75,000 goal and we are more 
than halfway toward meeting the full $225,000 
need. We are so very grateful for your unfailing 
support.

Irish 
Blessings

The 14th Annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Dinner at The Old Grist Mill Tavern was 
a success in many ways. It was wonderful 
to see many familiar faces, and meet new 
friends, everyone helping us care for our 
elderly family. With more than 1000 
dinner tickets sold, you exceeded our 
expectations! 

We remain grateful to The Old Grist 
Mill Tavern for hosting the event, as well 
as the many vendors that contribute to 
this annual tradition. We are also grateful 
for dedicated volunteers — twenty in all 
from our Home, Navigant Credit Union, 
and St. Raphael Academy, and for many 
generous St. Patrick’s Day donations! May 
God bless everyone for your support of our 
mission. We hope to see you again next 
year!

Clockwise from top right: Millie, Yvette, and Deolinda help Mother Patricia Mary draw the 
2022 Pot of Gold Raffle Winners. Congratulations!

Fun Fact: You bought more than 425 bags of raisin scones – that’s 
more than 2,100 scones made with love by the Little Sisters of the 
Poor. We hope you enjoyed them!

Au revoir et que Dieu 
vous bénisse 

Seminarians Caleb and Michael pictured here with 
Bishop Boland and Monsignor Iacovacci during our 
“Farewell Seminarians” party. Thank you for your 
weekly visits, conversations, and music! Until we meet 
again, may God bless you!
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Why I Give
It was just about thirty years ago when we 

learned about the good works of the Little Sisters 
of the Poor.  

During Mass at our local 
parish, one of the Sisters 
spoke to the congregation 
and described their mission 
of caring for the elderly 
poor. We were immediately 
taken by Sister’s selflessness 
and sincerity. She touched our hearts. The basket 
made its rounds pew by pew, and without hesita-
tion, we added to the collection.   

Around the same time, upon the death of a 
friend of ours, the family designated memorial 
gifts to the Little Sisters and we sent a donation to 
Jeanne Jugan Residence in Pawtucket in his name. 
Afterward we wondered how it was that we did 
not know of the Little Sisters prior? How could 
their good works remain such a secret in this small 
state? We decided that the Little Sisters of the Poor 
would be a permanent part of our annual charita-
ble giving.

Throughout these many years, the Sisters did 
not inundate our mailbox with solicitations like 
other organizations. Instead, we received an 
occasional newsletter, an invitation to an event, or 
a chance to purchase tickets for the “pot of gold.” 
Make no mistake, if you read between the lines, 
there was always a need, but theirs was a hum-
ble, ‘little’ request because of their trust in God’s 
providence.  

After retiring and moving out west, we were 
grateful for these intermittent communications, 
one of the many ways we remained connected to 
Rhode Island. Over time, we increased our contri-
butions, assured that our donations had a positive 
impact at the home. We are also keenly aware of 
the negative effects that inflation, political storms, 
and now the pandemic have on the Little Sisters 
and their ability to care for their elderly family.

As we reflect on our humble beginnings, grow-
ing up in homes rich in love versus abundance, it 
has been our privilege to support the Little Sisters, 
and we have been blessed over the years to be 
able to do more. Ours was an instant connection 
thirty years ago - a bond with the Little Sisters of 
the Poor which will never be broken. We hope we 
have made a difference.  

Tom and Renee

The Work is Ongoing
During a recent 

meeting with our 
Advisory Council, we 
assessed the various 
needs of the Home. 
One member equated 
ongoing maintenance, 
repairs and capital 
improvements to a 
hotel — one floor after 
another is updated over 
time, and then the cycle 
repeats itself.

That is how it is at many 
of our Homes across the 
country — the majority 
were built, reconstructed, 
or renovated during the 
1970s — and after forty plus 
years they are showing their 
age. Halls need painting, 
bathrooms need updating, 
bricks need repointing, 
windows need replacing, and 
so on.

You have read about myriad 
projects at Jeanne Jugan Residence 
and have reached out so very 
generously to help us with all of 
them — a new air conditioning 
unit,  a new roof, a new refrigerated begging van, a new nurse 
call system, and so on …THANK YOU!

Among the projects on our current task list are new 
kitchen and laundry equipment — the commercial conveyer 
dishwashing machine (22 years old), the 55 lb pound laundry 
machine (25 years old), and two 75 lb capacity dryers (17 years 
old.) The new dryers will be converted from electric to gas, 
providing significant energy cost savings. With your help we 
hope to raise funds through this year’s Little Sisters Big Bucks 
RAFFLE.

Because of your generous support, the 2021 raffle was a 
success and the installation of the new Nurse Call System is 
complete. We hope you will help us again this year. 

Tickets for the raffle are $100 each but the chance of winning 
the $5,000 Grand Prize is just 1 in 500!  The 2022 Little Sisters 
Big Bucks raffle form is enclosed.

Act soon! Ticket sales will end when 500 tickets are sold.
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mother’s message
Dear Friends, 

Some of you may have heard about 
my recent visit to our motherhouse in 
France for a retreat. What a privilege 
and blessing it was to return to the place 
of my final profession, to reflect on the 
call and path that God chose for me, 
amidst the sacred spaces where Saint 
Jeanne Jugan lived and worked.

The retreat, a contemplative session 
of Lectio Divina — or divine reading 
— was as restorative as it was spiritually 
fulfilling. In the company of Mother 
General María del Monte Auxiliadora 
and Little Sisters from around the 
world, our days were filled with sacred 
reading, meditation, reflection, prayer, 
the celebration of Holy Mass, adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament, and recitation 
of the Rosary. Two weeks of silence, 
each of us on a personal spiritual 
journey, contemplating and listening 
carefully to the word of God.

During peaceful afternoon strolls 
around the vast motherhouse grounds, 
gentle signs of spring filled my senses. 
Sunbeams gleamed through the chapel 
windows creating a radiant halo around 
the Blessed Mother and shone brightly 
upon our patron, St. Joseph atop the 
fifty-meter bell tower. St. Joseph — ever 
watchful, ever protective. Before my 
departure, it was St. Joseph to whom I 

entrusted our Home, confident in his 
care of our elderly family. And it is St. 
Joseph to whom I pray for the needs 
of our Home, confident of his work in 
you. 

During those serene two weeks of 
prayer and reflection, I prayed for you, 
thanking God for your support and 
generosity.  You make it possible for 
us to continue to care for our elderly 
family in this humble Home filled with 
compassion, dignity and love. 

May God bless you.

Sr. Patricia Mary

Dear Sisters: 
 Please accept my contribution of  $ ___________ to help you update kitchen and laundry equipment. 
 I do not wish to participate in the raffle but would like to assist you with this project.

Contributions can also be made online at  www.littlesistersofthepoorpawtucket.org



Continuing the work of Saint 
Jeanne Jugan, our MISSION is to 
offer the neediest elderly of 

every race and religion a home 
where they will be welcomed 
as Christ, cared for as family 
and accompanied with dignity 

until God calls them to himself.

Our VISION is to contribute 
to the Culture of Life by 
nurturing communities 

where each person is valued, 
the solidarity of the human 
family and the wisdom of 

age are celebrated, and the 
compassionate love of Christ is 

shared with all.

Our VALUES reverence for 
the sacredness of human life 

and for the uniqueness of each 
person, especially those who 
are poorest and/or weakest. 

This is reflected in care that is 
holistic and person-centered.

OUR MISSION, 
VISION and VALUES


