Little Sisters of the Poor

JEANNE JUGAN RESIDENCE
Serving the elderly
poor in Pawtucket
since 1883.

Save The Date
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
March 16

Laura and Millie at their 100th Birthday Party.

Celebrating our Two
New Centenarians
In December we rejoiced with two Residents celebrating their 100th birthdays. Laura Balassone celebrated 100 years of life on
December 11 and Millie
Drainville celebrated on
December 14. Millie and
Laura each celebrated on
the day of their birthday, hosting their families for a dinner celebration in our Coffee
Shop. A few days later, the Home celebrated
the birthdays with cake, ice cream and, of
course, music. It is amazing to have two centenary celebrations just
three days apart —
but even more
amazing are
the lives of
the ladies we
celebrated.

They have both been blessed with good
health and are able to enjoy being in the
Home. Both women help set the tables in the
main dining room each
day, participate in daily
Mass, (Millie is even a
lector at Mass and after
Mass she goes outside to feed the squirrels),
sing in the choir, participate in most activities of the Home and enjoy outings. Their
love of life is truly an inspiration for all they
encounter each day. Our two new centenarians join Mary Brown (105), Flora Sullivan
(102) and Anna Testa (102), who are all
over 100 years young and still going strong.
The lives of our centenarians and so many
elderly Residents echo the words of Robert
Browning “Grow old with me! The best is
yet to be.”

“Grow old with me!
The best is yet to be.”

Pot of Gold Drawing
March 17

Ham Drop
April 8

Indoor Yard Sale
June 2 & 3

Firecracker Drawing
July 4

PawSox Family Fun Day
(July/August TBD)

Rock-A-Thon
September 30

Brunch

(October TBD)

Annual Bazaar
November 18

Turkey Drop
December 9

Winter, 2017

Little Sisters of the Poor
Legacy of Saint Jeanne Jugan
The Begging
To provide for the needs of the elderly, Saint
Jeanne Jugan walked the roads of Brittany
seeking alms. Knocking on doors, she asked
for money and gifts in kind – whatever was
needed for her poor. She was recognized by
the begging basket she carried.
Jeanne believed that because God is our
Father, all men and women are brothers and
sisters, members of one family, and thus
responsible for one another. She sought to
involve people from many walks of life in
the care of the elderly, gratefully accepting
whatever they could contribute in time,

treasure or talent.
Little Sisters today are known by the van
in which we make our daily rounds visiting
businesses and markets asking for food and
other commodities to help the Home. On
weekends, we visit local parishes to ask for
support. We plan mailings and organize fund
raising events.
Jeanne always thanked her benefactors
by praying for them — and she thanked
God at the same time. “God has blessed
me,” she said, “because I always thanked
his Providence… What gratitude we owe

our benefactors… What could we do for the
elderly without them?”
We recognize that our benefactors are
indispensable partners in our mission and we
pray for them every day!

Our needs are fulfilled
Baby Boomer Bash a huge success

Alison Bologna, Gary Furtado, Sr. Mercy and Neil
Steinberg.

The Jeanne Jugan Residence group.

On Saturday October 15, we had our
biennial Awards Dinner at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel. This year’s event was a Baby Boomer
Bash with a 50s/60s theme. Co-Chairs, Paula
Iacono and Lisa Dandeneau, both Advisory
Council Members, spearheaded the event.
The Navigant Credit Union event crew
was instrumental in developing the theme,
creating the decorations, and volunteering
on the evening of the event. Honored
were Gary Furtado, President and CEO of
Navigant Credit Union, and Neil Steinberg,
President and CEO of the Rhode Island
Foundation. Gary has been a remarkable
supporter of our Home as Chairman of our
Advisory Council. Neil, from the Rhode
Island Foundation, has helped our Home in
our quest to better the lives of the elderly.
Alison Bologna, our local NBC news
anchor, served as our emcee for the evening.
The delicious meal was a duet of filet
mignon and baked New England scrod with
a seasonal vegetable medley and roasted

potatoes. Dessert was a mini root beer float.
The “Little Auction” was back by popular
demand, with the addition of “Wild Wine”
— buy a bottle, get a surprise.
The event was beautifully decorated
according to the style of the 1950s and
1960s! Nostalgia quickly filled the air as the
menu at each place was attached to an old 45
record, while 78 albums were incorporated
into the centerpieces.
There were two classic cars under the
portico and a 1957 T-bird inside the foyer,
along with a classic juke box playing 19501960s songs as our guests, many dressed
in period attire, arrived. The 50s and 60s
theme inspired the recollection of some
great memories while everyone danced to
the rockin’ music of Brass Attack. It was a
great trip down Memory Lane for all!
The event raised enough funds to replace
our out-of-date elevators!! Thanks to all for
your support!

JEANNE JUGAN RESIDENCE

Come and See
During the Jubilee Year of Mercy, our Jeanne Jugan Associates
focused on fostering vocations in addition to working on the spiritual
and corporal works of mercy. They reached out to local parishes
and schools and assisted the Sisters in hosting three special vocation
events throughout the year. The last one was a Come and See evening
on November 12. St Phillip’s Parish in Greenville, RI responded by
sending 11 high school age young women from a youth group called,
G.I.G.G.L.E.S (Girls in God Giving Love Eating Sharing). For some, it
was their second or third visit here.

impressed by their spiritual maturity and joy. They joined us for night
prayer and then we bid our goodbyes.
Check our website for future Come and See events.

The evening began with a meet and greet session followed by a tour
of the Home. They joined us for evening prayer and then split up to
serve the evening meal to the Residents in all three dining rooms.
The highlight of the evening was sharing supper with these faith-filled
and energetic girls. They freely talked about their relationship with God
and the working of the Holy Spirit in their lives. The Sisters were very

Sisters, AJJ members and guests at Come and See event.

By giving, we receive
BY: ELLEN BEAUVAIS, AJJ MEMBER
“Lord, how can I sincerely show you my
gratitude?” I frequently ask in prayer. Then he
whispers in my heart, “Live your life pleasing
to Me.”
During this past Jubilee Year of Mercy our
Association Jeanne Jugan chose to apply the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy into our
time spent at the Home by focusing each month

Janice Letendre (AJJ) and Helen Laurence.

on an act of mercy. In January we
“fed the hungry” by serving meals
to our Residents. March was
devoted to “clothing the naked” as
a clothing drive was held creating
an “AJJ Boutique” for Residents
to update their wardrobes. Then
in June, time was spent with
Residents who lack family or
visitors as a way of “visiting the
imprisoned.” In July a Mass was
offered for all deceased Little
Sisters, AJJ members, Residents Mary Brown and a volunteer at the country/western dance.
Mother and the sayings of St. Jeanne Jugan, we
and families as a way to “bury the dead.”
hope to strengthen the spiritual and apostolic
In this new year our Association has
extension that unites us to the Little Sisters of
established a plan built upon a theme of a
the Poor and deepen our commitment to serve
Marian year of prayer. Jeanne Jugan had a
the elderly poor.
deep love of Our Lady and she lived her life
By giving, we receive; by receiving, we
imitating her virtues of humility, merciful love
and charity. Our group has established several give pleasure to the One who has so generously
goals in this year built upon a cornerstone given to us. The more we practice gratitude,
of prayer and service. By reflecting each the more we see how much there is to be
month on scripture relating to Our Blessed grateful for.

Visit us at www.littlesistersofthepoorPAWTUCKET.org

A Simple Note
By: Mother Superior

Dear Friends and Benefactors,
Living the joys of yet another Christmas
season and beginning another year of
grace, we cannot help but remember the
greatest gift of Christmas “And the Word
was made flesh and dwelt among us.” (JN
1:14) The Word took on flesh one night in
Bethlehem and each day we Little Sisters
of the Poor see the evidence that God still
dwells among us in the elderly and in those
assisting in our mission of caring for them.
Thank you to all who helped make the
Christmas Season beautiful in our Home.
As Little Sisters we have the grace to live
a family spirit nourished by the “Word made
flesh dwelling among us” in our Residents,
employees, volunteers, Association Jeanne
Jugan Members, benefactors and friends
each and every day. Our Mother Foundress,
Saint Jeanne Jugan, often said: “See how
Jesus, Mary and Joseph loved one another,
all three, how happy they looked. With
what kindness and gentleness they spoke to
each other. In our little family, it must be
the same.” We are so very grateful to God
that this family spirit will continue to grow
and unite us.
We thank each and every one of you
who share in our mission of caring for the
elderly. We could not provide so well for
our Residents without your help. May God
bless you and keep you in his loving care
throughout the year 2017.

9th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner

Thursday March 16, 2017

We cannot thank Greg Esmay, of the Old Grist Mill and Warf Tavern enough for his continued
generosity in hosting our St. Patrick ’s Day Dinner. The Dinner has always been a big hit with our
loyal supporters. This year the St. Patrick’s Day Dinner is on Thursday, March 16, 2017 at the Old
Grist Mill, 390 Fall River Avenue in Seekonk, MA
with seating from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. For those who
prefer take-out, we will be offering that option
this year. The cost of the dinner, which includes
corned beef and cabbage with all the fixings, is
$17 for adults and $7.50 for children under 12
years of age. Tickets can be purchased through our
Development Office 401-305-4001 or online at
www.littlesistersofthepoorpawtucket.org. We will
also have our “Pot of Gold” drawing on March
17 at the Jeanne Jugan Residence, 964 Main St.
Pawtucket, RI. See the enclosed St. Patrick’s Day
Mary & Bill O’Donnell, Janice Letendre,
Dinner flyer, included in this mailing.
John Gravel and Richard Mailhot

Help us to build a “Tree of Life Memorial” at
the front entrance of Jeanne Jugan Residence
We invite you to help us make a lasting impression on all who come to our Home. With the
purchase of a brick, you can provide a lasting remembrance of loved ones, family members and
friends on the square surrounding our tree of life. Each
brick can be inscribed in memory or in honor of a loved
one or an event. Each brick can accommodate two or
three lines of text with up to 20 characters per line. An
8”X4” Brick with two lines of inscription is $200 and
8”X4” bricks with three lines of inscription are $210.
For more information you can contact the Development Office at 401-305-4001 or visit our website at
www.littlesistersofthepoorpawtucket.org.

Development Update
Your privacy is important to us, and that information you share with us remains in our office.
The Little Sisters of the Poor have a policy to never sell, rent or give your private information to
anyone. Thank you for sharing your lives with us as we count on your generosity. Without your
collaboration, we could never continue our mission to the needy elderly.
In addition to regular mail, you can always help us by visiting our website to donate online,
to give a gift in remembrance of a deceased loved one, or to honor someone on a special
occasion. Matching gifts by employers and through United Way certainly extend your help,
and remembering the needs of the Home when planning your annual gift giving and estate
planning enables us to do more of what we are here to do.

God bless you!
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